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WHEN NO ROOF MEANS NO
SAFETY: A FAITH RESPONSE

TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
RISING



“Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless,
plead the widow’s cause.” — Isaiah 1:17 (ESV)

This summer, Executive Order 14321, “Ending Crime and Disorder on America’s Streets”,
reshaped federal homelessness strategy. Moving away from the Housing First model, the
order prioritizes enforcement and treatment-based interventions, including involuntary civil
commitments for individuals deemed a risk to themselves or others.

Supporters see potential for faster recovery and neighborhood stability. Critics warn that it
risks criminalizing poverty and pushing vulnerable people—especially survivors of domestic
violence—into systems that may retraumatize them.

Bethany House in the Crosshairs
In Laredo, Texas, Bethany House has served as a lifeline for the unhoused for over 40 years.
Its staircase model—addressing immediate needs first, then guiding individuals toward
independence—aligns partially with the new policy’s treatment goals. Yet, as Board 
President Carl Barto explains:
“Our work depends on building trust. If survivors think we’re a pipeline to forced
institutionalization, they won’t come to us for help.”
Domestic violence survivors often avoid traditional shelters if they fear their personal
autonomy will be compromised. This makes faith-based safe spaces even more critical in
the months ahead.

Faith as Both Refuge and Advocate
Faith communities have two key roles in this evolving landscape:

1.Sanctuary Spaces: Churches, mosques, and synagogues can offer interim housing,
counseling, and pastoral care that preserves survivor agency.

2.Policy Advocacy: Through interfaith coalitions, faith leaders can press lawmakers to
balance public safety with compassionate housing solutions.

Deacon Luis Ramirez, a longtime homelessness advocate, notes:
“Faith groups have been here before—navigating shifting laws while keeping human dignity
at the center. The law may change, but our mission doesn’t.”

Ground-Level Ministry Amid Policy Shifts
Despite federal changes, localized ministry remains effective. Congregations can:

Maintain Housing First principles within their own programs.
Partner with mental health professionals for trauma-informed care.
Offer rapid rehousing funds to prevent survivors from slipping into chronic
homelessness.



Board Certified Christian Counselor

Elva@ElvaChase.com

SERVICES
OFFERED:
Individual Counseling

Teen and Adolescents

Anger Management

Domestic Violence

Anxiety Management

Narcissistic Behavior 
Abuse

Meet Your
Counselor

Dir: (904) 762-7959

Virtual Sessions Are Held
Monday-Friday: 10 A.M.–7 P.M. EST

Sunday: 10 A.M.–2 P.M. EST

ELVA CHASE, BCCC

www.ElvaChase.com

5 KEY ELEMENTS IN MY SESSIONS:

Ensuring you feel safe and heard
Creating a non-judgmental atmosphere
Encouraging you to open up without fear
Providing the freedom to express your emotions
Supporting ongoing inner work beyond the session

Now accepting self-pay and
providing sliding scale fees
based on qualifications



Precious Hearts Foundation's Caring Closet for ALL provides
free clothing and accessories for men, women and children in

need. We are happy to have been providing clothing to our
community for a decade and counting. 

Call for an appointment 1-877-731-2210

Many victims of domestic violence have been forced to leave their homes
because of abuse, which results in homelessness. Please consider donating.

Visit: https://www.preciousheartsfoundation.org/caringcloset.htm
*Your contribution is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

No goods or services were provided in exchange for your generous financial donation.
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Take a deep breath and 
try all over again.



Release Your Faith!





To schedule visit:
www.PreciousHeartsFoundation.org

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
Every Tuesday & Thursday 10AM-1PM

APPOINTMENTS

877-731-2210 www.preciousheartsfoundation.org

Precious Hearts Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization. We are faith-driven and recognize the diverse

faith groups. We welcome and invite ALL people of ALL
denominations. We are the ONLY agencies in the State of

Florida that serve men, women, children, and the elderly who
are victims of domestic abuse, bullying, and homelessness.

Slots are first come, first served • Special dietary needs are accommodated


